
Retailers who contribute their sales data to BookScan can monitor their 

market share each week; they can verify their sales by category to spot 

strengths and weaknesses; identify consumer trends towards certain 

categories or formats or prices; and make significant improvements 

in inventory, identifying titles that are selling but not being stocked 

and matching quantities held with market demand. All this adds up to 

improved stock management, better stock-turns and more profit.

Libraries also gain from using BookScan 

information. Combining the skill of the 

librarian with actual book sales data, results in 

a very effective way to purchase books.  

This enables library acquisitions to be more 

closely matched to consumer preference and, 

once a title is purchased, the loan history of 

the book will begin to grow and provide more 

useful information for library management.

Literary agents also know how valuable 

BookScan sales data can be. They can monitor 

the true consumer sales of their authors 

rather than rely on the publisher’s information 

based on the number of copies distributed. They can also monitor 

promotional activity for their authors – in most territories at a regional 

level – and use the information in negotiations with publishers, film and 

TV companies, rights negotiations etc. 

The media – newspapers, magazines, TV & radio – use BookScan sales 

data for their bestseller charts and to support editorial coverage. 

BookScan has an awards scheme: Gold and Platinum book awards – 

run in the UK to help the media recognise titles that have reached the 

highest sales levels. Publishers often quote BookScan data in media  

articles and bookstores regularly support city financial statements by 

reference to BookScan market information.

www.nielsenbookscan.co.uk
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Business critical information that has big financial  

paybacks for both large and small organisations

 Title
Author Imprint Total 

Qty
RRP ASP

1 Two Caravans Marina Lewycka Penguin Books 24,593 £7.99 £4.77

2 A Thousand Splendid Suns Khaled Hosseini Bloomsbury Publishing 21,202 £11.99 £9.22

3 Sisters Danielle Steel Corgi 19,664 £6.99 £4.37

4 Bad Luck and Trouble Lee Child Bantam 18,254 £6.99 £4.09

5 The Other Boleyn Girl Philippa Gregory Harper 15,863 £7.99 £5.40

6 Going Dutch Katie Fforde Arrow Books 14,731 £6.99 £4.42

7 Mister Pip Lloyd Jones John Murray 13,986 £7.99 £5.40

8 The 6th Target James Patterson Headline Publishing 13,925 £7.99 £4.64

9 The Secret Life of a Slummy Mummy Fiona Neill Arrow Books 13,895 £6.99 £4.48

10 Notes from an Exhibition Patrick Gale HarperPerennial 12,721 £7.99 £5.77

Volume sales of a title by week from launch

Top 10 UK Bestselling Fiction Titles w/e 22nd March 2008

Many authors like to keep a watchful eye  

on their book sales as well. This data can 

be vital to their livelihood by providing a 

wealth of information including the ability to 

monitor a book’s sale by geographic region, 

keep track of weekly trends, view sales 

following a promotional tour/event, and to 

use as a reference when comparing against a 

royalty statement.

BookScan data also has many applications  

to companies beyond the publishing world. 

From major Hollywood studios looking 

for ideas for the next big movie to food 

manufacturers looking at what type of 

cookbooks consumers are reading, BookScan 

data can help drive revenue and steer  

decision making on a company’s core and 

ancillary business.
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Libraries

BookScan for Libraries 
The world’s first and largest continuous book sales tracking service.

BookScan for Libraries is a unique service 
allowing librarians to take advantage of 
the latest BookScan retail sales data to:

•	 Inform your purchasing and  
	 acquisition decisions
•	 Answer customer queries quickly  
	 and efficiently helping to increase the  
	 number of users and borrowings
•	 Market library stock more effectively
•	 Improve stock revision processes
•	 Create reader lists by using sales  
	 information: best selling authors,  
	 titles and by genre.

An essential service at an 
affordable price

BookScan for Libraries gives you access to 
retail sales data as and when you need it.

BookScan for Libraries  is a simple  
web-based service that lets you look up 
lifetime sales* by single or multiple ISBN, 
title or author.

BookScan for Libraries  allows the 
creation of genre charts up to a depth  
of 5,000 titles. You can also create  
charts ranking authors rather than titles, 
for any genre.

BookScan for Libraries  provides expanded 
weekly bestseller lists covering five key 
genres with vital information including 
discount levels and the last ten weeks’ 
sales, week-by-week.

BookScan for Libraries is an essential 
tool for librarians to assist selection and 
acquisition.

“BookScan for Libraries has been of 
great value in highlighting those titles 
in greatest demand by our customers, 
especially in indicating demand in 
specialist areas which we would have 
difficulties identifying ourselves, thus 
making our stock editing much more 
sensitive to customer requirements.”

Bromley Libraries

LibScan

Fully integrated into BookScan reporting 
tools, LibScan provides access to local 
and national library lending statistics. 
Used alongside retail sales information, 
this tool allows libraries to make direct 
comparisons between retail sales and 
lending so they can monitor trends, 
identify opportunities and learn from 
other libraries. This truly unique view of 
the market is only available to library 
authorities who contribute their data to 
the LibScan panel. Panel membership is 
FREE of charge and you do not have to 
subscribe to BookScan for Libraries to 
become a member.

* Lifetime sales is for the defined BookScan 
panel of retailers, which represents over 90% of 
UK retail book sales, and covers the period from 
January 2001 to date. Note all figures quoted  
are for actual customer purchases via this panel 
of retailers.

There is an annual data subscription price for 
up to 3 users. Please contact us for further 
information if you require access for more 
than 3 users.

Contact us:
tel: +44 (0)1483 712 200
email: libraries.book@nielsen.com
website: www.nielsenbookscan.co.uk

Join our LibScan    
Panel for FREE and 

get access to library 
lending statistics


